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Tropical Flower Care

Anthurium
Unpack flowers carefully. Submerge Entire head of flower under fresh water for 15 to 20
minutes. Remove, cut about 1/2 inch off the bottom of the stem, and put in room
temperature water. Mist the heads of the flowers daily and keep them away from direct
contact with air-conditioning and heating vents. It can be helpful to re-submerge the
anthurium heads every three days.

Bird of Paradise
Unpack carefully, immerse the entire flower, including the stem under room
temperature water. Cut off 1 inch of the bottom of the stem. Let the flower set this way for
two hours while it rehydrates. Remove and place in a preservative solution.

Sometimes Bird of Paradise need a little "prompting" to open. You can help them by gently
pushing your index finger or thumb in where the flower starts at the stem ends and flower
begins and slowly work your finger forward to help "push out" the bloom. Remove old
blooms this way and more will grow through.

Tropical Foliages
If using within 2 days, re-cut stem ends and immerse in water for 10-15 minutes. Remove
and put in clean buckets with about 2 inches of water in the bottom. If possible refrigerate
until needed. Mist daily to prevent dehydration.

If storing greens for any longer than 2 days, place them in a plastic lined box and keep
them moist and refrigerated.

Ginger
Unpack and remove leaves that have been left as protection in shipping. Immerse the
flower in a floral preservative solution, room temperature for 20-30 minutes. Re-cut stem
about 1/2 inch from the bottom and place upright in floral preservative solution. Avoid
direct sunlight or drafty areas. Re-mist the flower heads daily and, if possible, repeat the
whole process every 3 days for maximum vase life.

Heliconias
These unusual flowers must be very carefully unpacked to minimize damage to the flower.
Remove any leaves, cut the stem 1 inch from the bottom, and immediately place in room
temperature water. To avoid early dehydration, frequently mist the flower heads. Because
of their heavily waxed appearance, heliconias can be lightly coated with horticultural oil.
Avoid any drafts.


