59 Jersey Road

Woollahra NSW 2025
Australia

Phone +61 (02) 9363 1168
Fax +61 (02) 9328 7415
http://www.susanavery.net/
avery@susanavery.net

Cymbidium Orchid Care

These Orchids are prized for their long-lasting sprays of flowers, used especially as cut
flowers or for corsages. There are two main types of cymbidiums — standards and
miniatures. Where summer nights are warm (above 20°C), only miniatures can be
recommended, because many are more tolerant of heat and able to flower in warmer
weather.

Temperature

Cymbidium will tolerate considerable summer heat as long as they get cool, mild night
temperatures (between 10-15°C). Cold weather, even down to 0°C. for a few hours each
night, will not damage an acclimatized plant, but once the plant spikes or flowers, it should
be protected from temperatures below 0°C. Regardless, plants should always be kept free
of frost.

Light

Cymbidiums enjoy the morning and afternoon sun most, yet should be protected from the
hot mid-day sun. A light green leaf with just a hint of yellow indicates the maximum
amount of sun the plant can take, and a dark green leaf indicates not enough sun.

Water

Watering of Cymbidium is a delicate balancing act. They should not be allowed to go dry,
yet they don't care for a soggy environment either. Watering once every seven to ten days
is about right. As with everything else, special consideration must be given for the drying
effects of varying ambient air temperature and humidity.

Feeding

High nitrogen fertilizers (25-9-9) should be used from February until July, while low
nitrogen fertilizers (6-25-25) should be used from August until January. Feed one teaspoon
for each four litres of water once a month.

Humidity
Outdoors is usually sufficient during the summer, except in dry climates, where evaporative
cooling in a greenhouse is necessary. Keep humidity at 40 to 60 percent during the winter,

especially if plants are in bud. Keep the air moving to prevent fungus (Botrytis) from
spotting the flower.

Fertilize

Fertilize at the proper time to help cymbidiums flower. During the growth season (spring
through late summer), high nitrogen fertilizer (such as 30-10-10) is used. In late summer,
use a high-phosphorus, blossom-booster fertilizer (such as 10-30-20), to help form bloom
spikes. Fertilize at full strength every week to two weeks. In winter, fertilize once a month.

Potting

Re-potting is usually done in the spring after flowering, usually every two years or when
the pottina medium decomposes.



